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Event-Documentation:
THE FUTURE OF A FOUNDATION
The EAF' s first five years in Zambia

The East African Foundation, .started by the Major Superiors of Kilimanjaro, Kenya and Bagamoyo, opened its first
novitiate in 1973 and sent its first Spiritan (a Tanzanian) to
Zambia in 1976. It now has nine young African Fathers,
who have all had missionary experience in Zambia, and of
whom seven are still working there: six Tanzanians and a
Kenyan . During his visit there from 18-30 January, Fr. General was able to evaluate with them, and with the Major
Superiors of East Africa, the development of the Foundation
and of its missionary activity.
The juridical status of Foundations is still a bit vague in
the Congregation. With their increasing numbers, it is becoming time to define their structures, which however
should be adaptable and should follow rather than precede
experience. There were several questions requiring answers: Who are we, with no Province of origin of our own,
having finished our formation in a Foundation whose principal aim up to now was precisely this formation?· Who are
the members of this new entity?"
And who is responsible
for whom?· - for, while the Foundation depends on the East
African Major Superiors and on the Generalate, the young
Spiritans in Zambia depend both on the Foundation and on
the regional Superior of the Irish Group in Zambia, who is
named by the Irish Provincial.
M

M

M

Some had also criticized the choice of Zambia, saying
that there were more urgent priorities elsewhere and that the
Congregation had not had any commitment to the local
Church in Zambia.
To clarify matters, certain decisions were taken:
• It was decided that there would be only a single Group in
Zambia, for, in spite of some difficulties in the past, the
experience has been considered a positive one by the young
Africans, both from the missionary point of view and from
that of cooperation with the Irish confreres. The immediate
future would seem to point towards the establishment of a
District of Zambia, while awaiting the growth of the Foundation into a Province.
• Another decision was to recognize as members of the
Foundation, not only the young Spiritans who have been, or
are being, formed in it, but also those who are directly
engaged in its work: in administration, formation or promotion. Its Superior, formerly called · Executive Officer·, will
soon be named by the General Council after consultation
with all the members of the Foundation who have had at
least three years of profession and also with all Spiritans,
even older ones, who were born in East Africa. He will have
the status of a Major Superior, and the Foundation's first
Chapter will be held in a year's time.

• It was also decided that there would have to be a clear
understanding with the local Bishops concerning the presence in Zambia of at least 8-10 African Spiritans. The
need for ·rotation· in order to Africanize the Foundation's
formation personnel is admitted by the local Church, which
however requests that there be reasonable planning and that
missionaries who have had a solid experience there will not
be systematically withdrawn.
In any case there is no question of the Foundation limiting
itself to Zambia. There is already a project to send men to
Uganda, from where there have been one or two vocations.
ZaTre has also requested missionaries and there are two Zarreans studying in the Foundation. There is also question of
entrusting some missionary parishes or situations to the
Foundation, especially in the large cities of Tanzania or Kenya, as has been done in the Province of Nigeria East. The
Foundation has not rejected the idea of taking part in international teams, but will not be doing so in the immediate
future, so as to avoid dispersion.
The presence of young local Spiritans in East Africa is a
strong stimulus to more Spiritan vocations there, especially
in Tanzania and Kenya. There have not been many yet from
Zambia, where, because of the scarcity of vocations for the
diocesan clergy, the Spiritans have been working first of all,
at the Bishops' request, for diocesan vocations. Cases of
vocations specifically for the religious life will be considered
ohly i_n consultation with the Bishops.
The remarkable vitality of the East African Foundation
and the road it is following in its development will no doubt
serve as an example to the other younger Foundations ..

NEWS
Decisions of the. General Council
The General Council
• on 10 March, elected Fr. Adelio TORRES NEIVA as Second General Assistant of the Congregation, succeeding Fr.
John DALY;
• on 8 March, confirmed the District Chapter's election of Fr.
Lucien FISCHER as Principal Superior of Gabon for a threeyear term beginning on 1 June;
• on 8 March, appointed Fr. Jose Fagundes PIRES as Principal Superior of the District of Caho Verde for a three-year
term beginning on 1 July;
• on 10 March, appointed Fr. Paul SIGRIST as Director of
the Mission Institute in Fribourg, succeeding Fr. Joseph
TRENDEL, for a three-year term beginning on 1 April;
• on 19 March, appointed Fr. Marius PHILIPONA as Principal
Superior of the District of Reunion for a second three-year
term beginning on 1 March;
• on 24 March, appointed Fr. Denis WIEHE as Assistant
Novice Master for the future Indian Ocean Foundation, beginning on 1 August 1982 (Fr. Jean-Claude JAQUARD had
already been named as Novice Master, on 4 May 1981);
• on 24 March, appointed Fr. Paul REYMOND (Switzerland)
to the Indian Ocean Foundation for three years, from 1
August 1982.

Generalate Team
During the months June-September, members of the
Generalate Team will make several visits and take part in
some Chapters. Most of them will also take a few weeks'
vacation. Fr. EZEONYIA will ensure the presence of a member of the Team at the Generalate for the full period, and
other presences in Rome will be as follows:
Fr. GENERAL: 16-31 Aug.
Frs. GROSS and TORRES NEIVA: 1-15 June, 1-30 Sept.
Fr. BEV AN : 15-30 Sept ..
Fr. WATTERS: 1-24 June, 10-30 Sept.
Fr. DE BOER: 1-30 June, 1-30 Sept.

Confreres' Publications
The General Council requests :
- that confreres send to the Generalate a copy of any book,
booklet or article that they publish, and
- that Spiritan students likewise send a copy of any doctoral
thesis they write.
A bibliography of publications by Spiritans will be brought
·
out from time to time.

Juridical Status of Brothers
The Congregation, as is well known, has tried for several
years, without success, to get approval from the Holy See
for Brothers to have the same rights and duties as Fathers,
apart naturally from those springing directly from holy orders. In line with both the development of society and the
orientations of Vatican II (cf. Perfectae Caritatis, 15), the last
three General Chapters pronounced in favour of this equality
(CDD, 273; GA, 56-58; SL, 100). But on each occasion the
Holy See, basing itself on canon law, refused to allow posts
of authority to be gjven to Brothers, except in particular
cases and with special permission.
Superiors General of other Orders and Congregations
with both clerics and Brothers have also been urging that the
new Code of Canon Law should respect the charism of individual Congregations in this matter, but it seems that the
text of the new Code will maintain the distinction between
clerical and lay institutes and will even reinforce existing legislation excluding Brothers from positions of authority in clerical institutes.
The Union of Superiors General held an enquiry among its
members recently, at the suggestion of the S.C. for Reli-
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gious, and this was followed by a discussion, on 12 Feb.,
between representatives of the Sacred Congregation and of
the Superiors General, on the theme • Brothers and Fathers in
the same Institute·. The enquiry showed that ·50 of the 82
institutes that replied said that they had serious problems on
the subject, and of those that said they had no problems
several were institutes with hardly any Brothers. Cardinal
Pironio, Prefect of the S.C. for Religious, decided that even
at this late stage an effort should be made to have the legislation on this point modified.
The discussion on the enquiry made it clear that • the
uneasiness goes much deeper and is more worrying than
one might think. It is not just a 'quarrel among religious ' ...
Mistrust of religious life could evolve into a corrosive and
disastrous mistrust of the Church, and the dissatisfaction of
religious could spoil the Church's image in the world ... •
The hope is that the Pope himself will take a hand in the
matter. He has not yet published an encyclical on religious
life, but it is clear from many references in speeches and
declarations that the future of religious congregations and
the form that religious life should take are among his major
concerns.

Paraguay
Fr. TORRES NEIVA visited Paraguay from 1-19 December.
• It is the poorest country in Latin America, with the rich
comprising only 1% of the rural population and 5% of the
total population. The rural people are resigned to their lives
of poverty and insecurity, and are welcoming in spite of a
certain diffidence and prudence born of experience.
• Friendship and hospitality are key values here and time is
willingly devoted to this. The stranger is easily accepted
into the household.
• The General-President, who came to power in 1954, has
been elected six times and he maintains strict control
through a well-trained, well-disciplined and well-paid military
and police force, both official and secret. A state of siege
has been· almost always officially in force since 1954, giving
the citizens only a sort of provisional liberty. They avoid
discussing politics.
• The country is Catholic and the Government would like to
have the Church fully on its side. The Church, with nine dioceses, is united and lives close to the poor, taking their side.
Vocations, although on the increase, are still far from sufficient: 100 local priests to 200 expatriates.
Spiritans have been working in Paraguay since 1967, first
from the Province of Trinidad and, since 1976, an International Team. This now consists of ten confreres from six
Provinces (Trinidad 3, France 3, Canada 1, Switzerland 1,
Portugal 1, USA/E 1) and three races (European, African and
Chinese). They work in two dioceses: Asunci6n and San
Pedro.
There are few teams in the Congregation that are as
international as this one. Its diversity is a source of richness
but also has its difficulties, especially as the ages also vary
greatly (from 30 to 58) and each one has had his own missionary background: five of them have worked only in Paraguay, but for the others it is the second or third assignment,
with a background of 26 years in Martinique, 23 in SenegalGuinea, 18 in Madagascar, 15 in Cameroon. With such
diversity it is clear that building community life presents a
challenge.
.
The challenge has been successfully met, however, and
the group, composed entirely of volunteers, is a good example of what can be achieved when there is both respect for
persons and apostolic zeal. What strikes a visitor most is
the simple lifestyle: no running water or electricity. Everything is housed in a single wooden hut: bed, table, saddle or
motorcycle, even the kitchen. The confreres are in fact
nearly always on tour, lodging and eating with their hosts.
Mission stations in the usual sense hardly exist and structures are minimal. The same holds for chapels. But in two
years the number of communities at Chore, in the Diocese of
San Pedro, have more than doubled (from 30 to 70). The
work is devoted largely to the formation of lay leaders.

lt is hoped that the team will be reinforced: three confreres (two of them in the Archdiocese of Asunci6n) live
alone, and there is also talk of taking up work in the Diocese
of Concepci6n. The promotion of local vocations could be
pursued more vigorously, in spite of some recent disappointments, but, on the other hand, experiments with lay associates have been encouraging.

Nigeria
The Nov-Dec. newsletter of the Province of Nigeria gave
the following figures for the Province: 1 Bishop, 57 priests,
5 Brothers, 26 theologians, 43 philosophers and 17 novices,
with 430 students in the juniorate. The novices began their
novitiate on 5 Nov. 1981, and two days later the 14 novice
clerics and 2 novice Brothers of the previous year made their
profession .

Germany
The Province of Germany is organizing two pilgrimages,
each for about 50 confreres, to Saverne, Chevilly and Rue
Lhomond, on 13-16 April and 4-7 May. The intention is to
provide both a return to the Congregation's origins and an
occasion for contacts between confreres and between Provinces.

Trans-Canada: Lay Associate Community.
Since 1975 the Province of Trans-Canada has had a lay
Associate community - the Ashling community working as
part of the Spiritan family in Toronto . The nucleus of it has
been the Mcloughlin family: Dr. Dermot MclOUGHLIN and
his wife Deirdre (a physiotherapist) and their four sons, of
whom two are now at university, one at secondary school
and one still at primary school. Another lay Spiritan, Miss
Margaret LAFFEY, lives with them, and over the years the
house has been a centre of hospitality, receiving visitors and
fellow-workers for shorter or longer periods. The community has now spread to another apartment across the street,
where another family is living. Night prayer is always held in
common and there are other meetings for meals or fellowship. Household facilities are shared .
The Ashling community devotes itself to helping the
poor, the unemployed and immigrants, and has been active
in the anti-nuclear movement as well as in pro-life work,
retreats and Christian family weekends. Dr. MclOUGHLIN
works mainly in Hamilton, but for ten days a month he is
either at Moosefactory Hospital (1,000 miles N.E. of Toronto
on Ja_m es Bay), looking after Cree Indians and Inuit Eskimos,
or at ·the Sioux Lookout Indian Zone Hospital. For part of
the year he is also General Practitioner at an Indian reservation called New Osnaburgh House, where the Mcloughlins
spent four months last year, living without running water or
electricity like most of the 700 inhabitants. The reservation
is a sort of Harlem of Northern Ontario that has • almost
reached rock bottom when it comes to apathy, . hopelessness, alcohol, drugs and violence·, and its people say that
• no one ever comes back to Osnaburgh ·, but this is the
fourth year that the Ashling community has been there,
winning the confidence of the people and helping them with
their problems . The Spiritans and Neil McNeil High School
have provided financial as well as moral support for these
ventures of the community.

The French Provincial, Fr. Pierre HAAS, and the Coadjutor
Bishop of Oyem, Mgr. Basile MVt S.D.B., took part in all the
sessions, and two local priests and a Gabonese layman
were present for the opening day.
Apart from the election of the new Principal Superior .(Fr.
Lucien FISCHER), four major themes occupied the meeting:
• Participation in the life of the local Church, with an analysis
of its situation, stress on the conversion required by a better
recognition of the ministry of the Bishops and a better practice of the religious-missionary life, and practical orientations
and requests to the Bishops in the light of the document
Mutuae Relationes on relations between Bishops and religious.
• Justice and Peace, for the promotion of human dignity,
with a study of concrete local situations and what is being
done about them both in general and by the Spiritan community.
• Community life, with stress on its importance, the need to
live the evangelical counsels in the Gabonese context, the
minimum requirements of community life, and practical steps
to ensure these and to reconcile the demands of community
life with those of the apostolate.
• Work for vocations and for the training of lay leaders.

Indian Ocean Foundation
After the Spiritan Foundations of East Africa, Central
Africa, West Africa, Brazil and Puerto Rico, the Indian Ocean
Foundation (including Madagascar, Mauritius and Reunion)
will open its first novitiate in August 1982 with six novices
(three from Madagascar and three from Mauritius), at the former presbytery of Saint-Gilles-les-Hauts (Reunion). The novice master will be Fr. Jean-Claude JAQUARD, who is at
present in charge of formation in France.

Guinea-Bissau
The International Team that took up work in Guinea-Bissau at the beginning of 1980 (cf. Spiritan News N° 31.) _is still
composed of fou~ members, but only three of them are now
Spiritan. The two French priests and one Portuguese .priest
are still there, but the Spiritan scholastic, who returned to
Europe to continue his studies, ha~ been replaced by a
French diocesan seminarist. The work seems to be beginning to bear fruit: • The villages have suddenly opened up,
and instead of a few timid groups there are now large numbers of active catechumens. The sign of their vitality is
when they want to build a chapel in their village. This
means convincing the pagan elders, finding a suitable site,
notifying the administrative authorities and organizing collective work : the men for the heavier and technical work, the
women as water-carriers, the children carrying bricks. Hardwood trees that are resistant to termites have to be felled
and the wood trimmed. . . We supply technical advice on
right angles and perpendiculars . .. • .

West African Foundation

On 6 Feb., the Holy See appointed Fr. Seamus GALVIN,
C.S.Sp., as National Director of the four Pontifical MissionAid Societies in Ireland. For the past four years he has been
National Director of one of them - the Holy Childhood. Before that he was Superior and Principal of St. Michael's College, Dublin.

At the meeting of West African Superiors held at the
Pastoral Centre, Banjul, from 25-29 Jan., it was decided that
bilingual formation would no longer be maintained for the
Foundation . All members, however, no matter where their
formation takes place, will belong to the Foundation for
assignment to mission etc. Each District will be responsible
for its own pre-novitiate formation. There was a strong
plea for a full pre-novitiate year. From Sept. 1984, the novitiate for English-speakers will be located in Ghana, and philosophy will be done at lsienu, Nigeria East. The question of
the Theologate was left open for future discussion. On 16
March, Fr. Peter NEWMAN took up his appointment as Director of the Foundation.

Gabon

Ghana

The first District Chapter of Gabon was held in Libreville
from 3-10 March, with 24 capitulants out of 69 confreres.

The three Ghanaian scholastics who were professed last
year are now studying philosophy at lsienu, Nigeria. Four

Ireland
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Ghanaians are at present doing their novitiate in the Gambia
and two Ghanaians are doing their pre-novitiate year in Cameroon. There are 39 aspirants in different secondary
schools in Ghana, and they meet twice a year for a retreat
and social gathering. At the district meeting at Suame last
November it was decided that a hostel for aspirants would
be started at a central point in Kumasi and that this would
· serve as a pre-novitiate for Ghana. Some of the aspirants
.would live in the hostel and attend day schools from it, while
others attending school outside Kumasi would spend holidays there.

Cameroon
On practically the same dates (5-10 Jan.), a Pan-African
meeting of Bishops, priests and laity, organized by the Pontifical Council for the Laity, was held in Yaounde, with 110
participants (21 Bishops, 13 priests and 76 lay people) from
33 African countries, as well as 21 international representatives of lay-apostolate organizations.
. Among the subjects discussed were the role of young
people, of those in positions of responsibility in society, and
of urban and rural workers. It was pointed out that a committed laity could bring about great changes in political, economic, social and religious life in Africa; that it was necessary to have councils for the laity at parish, dioc.esan and
national level; that pastoral planning should make full use of
lay organizations; that the role of the family should be
strengthened and supported; and that women and women's
organizations should be given their rightful place.
In this way lay people • will be spiritually equipped to
make Christ present in Africa today . .. and will contribute to
the elimination of discrimination, injustice, inequality, poverty, racism, tyranny and political oppression·.

Jubilarians
70 Years of Profession:
8 Sept. : Fr. Francis GRIFFIN (Ireland).
. The Ghanaian Spiritan aspirants at Kumasi.

Centrafrica
The Centrafrican National Catholic Congress was held at
Bangui from 6-10 January, bringing together 5 of the 6
Bishops, 34 ( 15 of them Centrafrican) of the 216 priests, 16
Sisters, 3 seminarians, 105 lay people and 5 Protestant pastors.
One of the main themes discussed was the Africanization
of the Church. In his opening address; Archbishop NDA YEN
of Bangui said: • We cannot fail to realize the weight of
Western influence on us .through its institutions, its mass
media, its ideas, its moral laxity. We are strangled by it.
The longer and stronger this influence, the harder it will be
for us to reassert ourselves. • Only one of the six Bishops is
indigenous, in a Church that counts 400,000 members (17%
of the population).
Another topic was the political and social implications of
the Gospel, and how the Church could best help in moral and
social reconstruction after the ravages of a dictatorial regime.
Catholic education was discussed, and especially the
family and traditional marriage customs. The question was
posed as to whether the Church would • open itself to the
riches of local traditions, rejuvenate itself and renew its catechesis and pastoral methods or content itself with perpetually insisting on a law and canonical form that is seen as a
decisive sign of conversion· . .
Many other topics were taken up, such as the ongoing
formation of catechists, the commitment of catechumens,
vocations, the opening next October of a major seminary,
which should receive candidates from the five minor seminaries already in existence, and excessive dependence on
financial support from the older Churches of Europe and
America.
Ten thousand people attended the closing Mass outside
the cathedral, in the presence of the Head of State and the
whole diplomatic corps. A strong wind blew down the
large altar crucifix, and the huge Centrafrican flag flying from
the fac;:ade of the cathedral was also blown down and it
almost enveloped the Bishops. . • The wind may have some
power over the flag, but it can do nothing against the Church
of Christ", commented Archbishop NDA YEN after the ceremony.
Far from a triumphalistic occasion, the Congress was
rather a time for questioning and reflection on the Church in
Centr'africa, which since 1894 has been at the service of the
people in their service of God.
(From Inf. Gath. Int., March 1981 ).

65 Years of Profession:
17 Sept. : Br. Secundus PESCH (Germany) .
60 Years of Profession:
15 Aug.
Fr. Michael F. MULVOY (USA/E).
26 Aug.
Bishop Daniel LISTON, Frs. Leo BROLL Y,
Thomas MACKEN (Ireland), Martin REIDY (Kenya).
Fr. Daniel HACKETT (Ireland).
8 Sept.
3 Oct.
Frs. Marcel COULIER (Belgium), Josaphat DIJOUX (Reunion), Louis GUILLEMIN (Yaounde).
10 Oct.
Frs. Michael COMERFORD, Eugene GRAHAM
(Ireland), Robert FARRELLY (Kenya).
19 Oct. : Bishop Richard ACKERMANN (USA/E).
50 Years of Profession:
10 Aug. : Br. Anicetus VAN DE VATHORST (Yaounde).
9 Sept. : Brs. Joseph CRANSVELD (Belgium), Yves
HOURMANT (France) .
28
23
8
28

60 Years of Priesthood:
Aug.
Fr. Johannes DE ROOY (Holland).
Sept.
Bishop Franc;:ois DE LANGAVANT (France).
Fr. Daniel MURPHY (Ireland).
..
Oct.
Oct.
Frs. Edward BERIAULT (USA/E), lsalino GOMES
(Portugal).

SO.Years of Priesthood:
17 Sept.
Frs. Leo KETTL (USA/E), Edward KINGSTON
(Puerto Rico), Joseph NOPPINGER (Kilimanjaro) .
2 Oct.
Frs. Maurice AUBREY, Alphonse CESBRON,
Paul DELIENS, Jerome KAPPS (France), Hilaire
BEAULIEU, Lucien MICHAUD, Gerard ROY (Canada), Gerald . BOWE (Mauritius), Jean-Marie
DELCOURT, Christian EON (Senegal), Jean-Baptiste LAHONDES, Ernest LEMASLE (Guadeloupe).
35 Years a Bishop:
12 Oct.
: Bishop Daniel LISTON (Ireland).

Our Dead
23
24
25
27
29
31
5

Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Mar.
Mar.
Apr.

Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Br.
Br.
Br.
Fr.

Christian SCHMITZ (Germany), 79.
Enda CONNOLLY (Ireland/Long Island), 63.
Bernard SLEVIN (England), 78.
Alexandre FRIEDERICH (France), 79.
Arsenius VANZANTEN (Holland), 86.
Andre KNAEBEL (France), 78.
Theodorus GROND (Brazil Cent.), 63.
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